Prognosis of bladder cancer. II. The fate of patients with T1b transitional cell bladder cancer.
We have reviewed the tumor progress in 46 patients who presented T1b lesions in a previous study on the prognosis of superficial bladder cancer. A group of 12 patients with single or very few localizations was treated by transurethral resection. Five patients progressed and were submitted to cystectomy. Two of these 5 patients died within 3 years of the surgical treatment. Twenty-seven patients with multiple lesions underwent cystectomy soon after the initial diagnosis. Nearly 30% experienced progression; 4 patients died within 4 years after cystectomy. A delayed cystectomy was performed in 7 patients with multifocal disease; in all but one the tumor progressed; 5 patients died between 7 and 28 months after the surgery.